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Originally developed as the proprietary software application suite

Staroffice by the German company StarDivision the code was purchased
in 1999 by Sun Microsystems. In August 1999 version 5.2 of StarOffice

was made available free of charge.

On July 19, 2000, Sun Microsystems announced that it was making the
source code of StarOffice available for download under both the LGPL
and the Sun Industry Standards Source License (SISSL) with the
intention of building an open source development community around the
software. The new project was known as OpenOffice.org, and its website

went live on October 13, 2000.

Work on version 2.0 began in early 2003 with the following goals: better
interoperability with Microsoft Office; better performance, with
improved speed and lower memory usage; greater scripting capabilities;
better integration, particularly with GNOME; an easier-to-find and use
database front-end for creating reports, forms and queries; a new built-

in SQL database; and improved usability .

On September 2, 2005 Sun announced that it was retiring the SISSL. As
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a consequence, the OpenOffice.org Community Council announced that
it would no longer dual license the office suite, and future versions would

use only the LGPL.

On October 20, 2005, OpenOffice.org 2.0 was formally released to the
public. Eight weeks after the release of Version 2.0, an update,
OpenOffice.org 2.0.1, was released. It fixed minor bugs and introduced

new features.

As of the 2.0.3 release, OpenOffice.org changed its release cycle from 18
months to releasing updates, feature enhancements and bug fixes every
three months. Currently, new versions including new features are
released every six months (so-called '"'feature releases'') alternating with
so-called ''bug fix releases' which are being released between two feature

releases (every three months).

In October 2008, version 3.0 was released, featuring the ability to import,
but not export,office open XML documents, support for the new ODF 1.2
document format, improved support for VBA macros, and a native port

for Mac OS X.

This suit contains: Writer (Word Processor), Calc (Spread sheet),

Impress(Presentation), Base (Database), Draw

By: Hafizullah Afzali hafiz.toolbox @hubuntu-af.org
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